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Figure 1: 199 Cleveland Street, Redfern, viewed from the north 

 

Figure 2: Location map of 199 Cleveland Street, Redfern 



 

Council Investigation Officer Inspection and Recommendation Report; Clause 
17(2) Part 8 of Schedule 5 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979 (the Act)  

Officer: Luke Jeffree 

Date:  2 March 2026 

Premises: 199 Cleveland Street, Redfern 

Executive Summary 

1. The City received correspondence from the Commissioner of Fire and Rescue NSW 
(FRNSW) in relation to the subject premises dated 17 February 2026 with respect to 
matters of fire safety. 

2. The premises consists of a 2 storey commercial building used for office space, 
incorporating a single-storey theatre portion at the rear.   

3. The City inspected the premises on 27 February 2026, accompanied by the owner’s 
estate agent. This inspection identified deficiencies in fire safety. To address this, a 
Notice of Intention to give a fire safety order (NOI) is recommended to be issued under 
the Act.   

Chronology 

Date Event 

17 February 2026 FRNSW correspondence received.  

27 February 2026 The City inspected the premises identifying deficiencies in fire safety.  

19 March 2026 The City issued a Notice of Intention to give a Fire Safety Order (NOI) 
to address identified deficiencies in fire safety.  

Fire and Rescue NSW Report 

4. Fire and Rescue NSW conducted an inspection of the subject premises on 4 February 
2026.  

Issues 

5. The report from Fire and Rescue NSW detailed issues as shown in the table below. 



 

Ref. Issue City response 

 Provisions for Fire Safety 

 Egress 

1. Gates installed and locked across the two 
rear exits from the theatre, obstructing free 
egress. 
 
FRNSW were advised the gates are 
unlocked and opened when the premises 
are occupied 

The City’s inspection on 27 
February 2026 confirmed the gates 
remained in front of the two rear 
exits.  

To address this, the City issued a 
NOI on 19 March 2026 attaching a 
Fire Safety Order requiring the 
removal of the gates to ensure 
unobstructed egress from the 
building, addressing this issue.  

2. Exit Signs 

 A required exit door from the north-eastern 
egress did not have an exit sign installed. 

During the City’s inspection on 27 
February 2026, it was noted that 
signage had already been provided, 
addressing this matter.  

3. The exit sign above the north-western exit 
door from the theatre was not operating. 
Management had arranged for an 
electrician to attend. 

During the City’s inspection on 27 
February 2026, signage was 
observed working properly, 
addressing this matter.  

 Smoke Detection and Alarm System (SDAS) 

4. The Zone 4 Sub-Fire Indicator Panel (FIP) 
for the theatre displayed disablements in 
both of its zones. 
- Management stated the disablements 
were for theatrical use and haze 
machines. FRNSW noted no theatrical use 
had occurred recently, and management 
has since been provided guidance on 
isolating smoke detectors and alarms for 
theatrical purposes. 

The City’s inspection on 27 
February 2026 identified 
disablements on the SDAS.  

To address this, the City issued a 
NOI on 19 March 2026, attaching a 
Fire Safety Order requiring the 
system to be maintained without 
faults or disablements, addressing 
this issue. 

 

6. FRNSW have recommended that the City inspect the subject premises and 
appropriately address noted (and other) deficiencies identified within their report. 



 

Council Investigation Officer Recommendations 

7. As a result of site inspections undertaken by the Council investigation officer on 27 
February 2026 it is recommended Council exercise its powers to issue a NOI under 
the Act to address the identified fire safety deficiencies. After the NOI's representation 
period expires and any received representations are considered, a fire safety order 
may be issued to ensure that appropriate fire safety systems are in place throughout 
the building, providing improved and adequate fire safety provisions. 

8. It is recommended that the Commissioner of FRNSW be informed of the City's 
decision. 

  



 



 



 

 

 


